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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Amendment filed on September 26, 2006 has been received and entered. 
Claim 19 has been cancelled. Therefore, claims 1-18, and 20-21 are pending. 

2. The Applicant's communication overcomes some objections and rejections under 
112. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 , 5 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
claims contain a character within a parenthesis which could apply to different meanings. 
The character could be a reference to a drawing and specification or it could signify a 
plural form. For example, is it parameters or parameter (see s in fig #) 

Claims 1, 5, 8, 11 and 20-21 recite, "can" in line 3. The statement following the 
recitation then does not need to actually happen. 

Claims 1, 5, 8, 11 and 20-21 are objected to because of following informalities: 
the applicant recites "to allow", in the body of the claims. Allowing does not mean that 
the action/step is being accomplished. It suggests a capability but not necessarily 
taking place. It should be removed or changed to "configured to". 
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Claims 2-, 6-7, 9-10 and 15-17, are objected to because of following informalities: 
the applicant recites "thereby" in the body of the claims, therefore stating intended use. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 1 1 , 20, and 21 recite the word "for" and "usable for" in the body of the 
claims. It indicates intended use and as such does not carry patentable weight. The 
word could be changed to recite "to". The limitations following the phrase "for* 
describes only intended use but not necessarily required functionality of the claim. 
Limitations following the phrase "for" do not carry patentable weight, which cause the 
claims to appear as a series of non-functional descriptive material/data without any 
functional relation with each other. Applicant is required to amend the claims so that the 
claim limitations are recited in a definite form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The preamble of claim 20 and 21 recite "system for" and "product for", 
respectively, which is intended use. To overcome this type of rejection, claim should be 
amended to recite definite functionality such as "system to" "product to", respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. Claim 8 introduces the use of comparator in order to 
determine a match which has no support in the specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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9. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-9,11-16, 18 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Chan et al. (US 6,985,899 B2). 

As per claim 1 Chan et al. is directed to A computer implemented method of 
programmatically building queries, comprising steps of: 

programmatically identifying, for a content source, at least one element thereof, 
each programmatically identified element comprising a candidate queue parameter 
(figure 5, 504; column 5, lines 26-34; column 6, lines 13-15; wherein "parameters" could 
mean "predicates"); and 

displaying the candidate query parameter(s) on a user interface display 
configured to allow a user to build a query command to query the content source, 
wherein the user can select at least one of the displayed candidate query parameter(s) 
to build the query command (column 6, lines 24-34; column 6, lines 41-44). 

As per claim 2 Chan et al. is directed to the programmatically identifying step 
further comprises the step of consulting a lookup table using information regarding the 
content source, to thereby determine at least one element usable as a candidate query 
parameter for the user to select when building the query command to query the content 
source (column 6, lines 28-38). 

As per claim 4 Chan et al. is directed to comprising the steps of: 
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programmatically identifying at least one query extension parameter for the query 
command, responsive to a request from the user to add at least one query parameter to 
the query command (column 6, lines 36-38; wherein "extension parameter" could mean 
"'where' clause"; column 6, lines 41-44); and 

wherein the displaying step further comprises also displaying each of the at least 
one programmatically-identified query extension parameters as additional ones of the 
candidate query parameters (column 6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 41-44). 

As per claim 5 Chan et al. is directed to a computer implemented method of 
programmatically building queries, comprising steps of: 

obtaining, for a content source at least one user identified element thereof, each 
user identified element identified by a user and comprising a query parameter, (column 
6, lines 22-24; column 6, lines 41-44); 

programmatically identifying, for at least one of the query parameters, at least 
one value, each programmatically-identified value comprising a candidate value (figure 
2, 206; column 5, line 35; wherein the identified values are listed in dropdown box; 
column 6, lines 24-34; column 6, lines 41-44); and 

displaying the query parameter(s) and for each query parameter, each of the at 
least one programmatically identified candidate values, on a user interface display 
configured to allow the user to build a query command to query the content source 
wherein the user can select at least one of the displayed query parameter(s) and for 
each selected query parameter at least one of the displayed candidate value (s), to 
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build the query command (figure 2, 206; column 5, line 35; column 6, lines 16-19; 
column 6, lines 41-44). 

As per claim 6 Chan et al. is directed to the programmatically identifying step 
further comprises the step of consulting a lookup table using information regarding the 
content source, to thereby determine at least one element usable as a candidate value 
for the user to select when building the query command to query the content source 
(column 6, lines 28-38). 

As per claim 8 Chan et al. is directed to a computer implemented method of 
programmatically building queries, comprising steps of: 

programmatically identifying, for each of at least one query parameter to be used 
when querying a content source, at least one candidate query qualifier, wherein each 
candidate query qualifier specifies a comparator to use in determining a match; (figure 

5, 504; column 6, lines 13-15; wherein "parameters" could mean "predicates"; column 6, 
lines 24-34; column 6, lines 41-44); and 

displaying the query parameter(s), and for each query parameter, each of the at 
least one candidate query qualifier(s) on a user interface display configured to allow a 
user to build a query command to query the content source, wherein the user can select 
at least one of the displayed query parameter(s) and for each selected query parameter 
one of the displayed candidate query qualifier(s) to build the query command, (column 

6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 24-34; column 6, lines 41-44). 
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As per claim 9 Chan et al. is directed to the programmatically identifying step 
further comprises the step of consulting a lookup table using information regarding the 
content source; to thereby determine at least one element usable as a candidate query 
qualifier for the user to select when building the query command to query the content 
source (column 6, lines 28-38). 

As per claim 1 1 Chan et al. is directed to a computer implemented method of 
programmatically building queries, comprising steps of: 

obtaining a set of one or more query parameters for querying a content source 
(figure 5, 504; column 6, lines 13-15; wherein "parameters" could mean "predicates"); 

programmatically identifying, for the obtained set of query parameters, one or 
more candidate extensions thereto which are usable for querying the content source, 
each of the candidate extensions comprising an additional query parameter for querying 
the content source (column 6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 24-34; column 6, lines 41- 
44); 

and displaying the set of query parameters and the programmatically identified 
candidate extensions thereto as an extended set of query parameters on a user 
interface display configured to allow a user to build a query command to query the 
content source wherein the user can select at least one of the query parameters from 
the extended set to build the query command (figure 2, 206; column 5, line 35; column 
6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 41-44). 
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As per claim 12 Chan et al. is directed to the obtaining step further comprises 
obtaining the set as input from a user (column 6, lines 22-23). 

As per claim 13 Chan et al. is directed to the obtaining step further comprises 
programmatically determining the set (column 6, lines 23; wherein "determining the set" 
may mean "common predicates"). 

As per claim 14 Chan et al. is directed to comprising the steps of: 
programmatically identifying at least one query extension parameter for the 
query, responsive to a request from the user to add at least one query parameter to the 
set (column 6, lines 22-23; column 6, lines 24-34); 

and displaying each of the programmatically identified query extension 
parameter(s), in addition to the set of query parameters and the programmatically 
identified candidate extensions thereto as the extended set of query parameters (figure 
2, 206; column 5, line 35; column 6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 41-44). 

As per claim 1 5 Chan et al. is directed to programmatically identifying step further 
comprises the step of consulting a lookup table using information regarding the content 
source, to thereby determine at least one element usable as a candidate extension for 
the user to select when building the query command to query the content source 
(column 6, lines 28-38). 
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As per claim 16 Chan et al. is directed to the programmatically identifying step 
further comprises the step of consulting a lookup table using one or more of the 
obtained query parameters, to thereby determine at least one element usable as a 
candidate extension for the user to select when building the query command to query 
the content source, (figures 9a; column 6, lines 26-28). 

As per claim 18 Chan et al. is directed to comprising the step of: 

using the query command, built by the user by selecting at least one of the query 

parameters from the extended set, to query the content source (figure 2, 206; column 5, 

lines 33-39). 

As per claim 20 Chan et al. is directed to a system for programmatically building 
queries, comprising: 

means for obtaining a set of one or more query parameters for querying a 
content source (figure 5, 504; column 6, lines 13-15; wherein "parameters" could mean 
"predicates"); 

means for programmatically identifying, for the obtained set of query parameters, 
one or more candidate extensions thereto which are usable for querying the content 
source, each of the candidate extensions comprising an additional query parameter for 
querying the content source (figure 2, 206; column 5, line 35; wherein the identified 
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values are listed in dropdown box; column 6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 24-34; column 
6, lines 41-44) 

and means for displaying the set of query parameters, and the programmatically 
identified candidate extensions thereto, as an extended set of query parameters on a 
user interface display configured to allow a user to build a query command to query the 
content source wherein the user can select at least one of the query parameters from 
the extended set to build the query command (figure 2, 206; column 5, line 35; column 
6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 41-44). 

As per claim 21 Chan et al. is directed to a computer program product for 
programmatically building queries, the computer program product embodied on one or 
more computer-readable storage media and comprising: 

computer-readable program code for obtaining a set of one or more query 
parameters for querying a content source (column 5, lines 18-19; column 6, lines 13-15; 
wherein "parameters" could mean "predicates"); and 

computer-readable program code for programmatically identifying, for the 
obtained set of query parameters, one or more candidate extensions thereto which are 
usable for querying the content source, each of the candidate extensions comprising an 
additional query parameter for querying the content source (figure 2, 206; column 5, 
lines 18-19; column 5, line 35; wherein the identified values are listed in dropdown box; 
column 6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 24-34; column 6, lines 41-44); and 
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computer readable program code for displaying the set of query parameters, and 
the programmatically identified candidate extensions thereto, as an extended set of 
query parameters on a user interface display configured to allow a user to build a query 
command to query the content source, wherein the user can select at least one of the 
query parameters from the extended set to build the query command (figure 2, 206; 
column 5, line 35; column 6, lines 16-19; column 6, lines 41-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1. Claims 3, 7, 10, and 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chan et al. (US 6,985,899 B2) in view of Dean et al. (US 6,055,51 2). 

As per claim 3, 7, 10, and 17 Chan et al. does not teach the programmatically 
identifying step further comprises the step of consulting a lookup table using information 
regarding the user, to thereby determine at least one element usable as a candidate 
query parameter for the user to select when building the query command to query the 
content source. 

Dean et al. teaches the programmatically identifying step further comprises the 
step of consulting a lookup table using information regarding the user, to thereby 
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determine at least one element usable as a candidate query parameter for the user to 
select when building the query command to query the content source (Deanetal. : 
abstract; column 5, lines 49-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Chan et al. with teachings of Dean et al. to 
include teaches the programmatically identifying step further comprises the step of 
consulting a lookup table using information regarding the user, to thereby determine at 
least one element usable as a candidate query parameter for the user to select when 
building the query command to query the content source because it may specify one or 
more data sources from which services of interest to the user could be provided ( Dean 
et al. . abstract). 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 9/26/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's argument that Chan et al. does not teach programmatically identifying 
at least one element is not deemed persuasive. 

Chan et al. teaches that predicates are resolved from user inputs and any 
commonly used ones. Therefore if not inputted by user the predicates are 
programmatically identified. The command is build automatically based on criteria 
supplied by user. 
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As per applicant's argument to claim 5 it is not deemed persuasive. 

Chan et al. teaches that joint predicates are identified by use as such are user 
identified and the values could be the information from source table selected previously 
and having their relationship programmatically identified. 

All other arguments are answered above, as the arguments are the same but 
repeated. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/734,043 



Page 15 



Art Unit: 2165 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tomasz Ponikiewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1721. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (571)272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tomasz Ponikiewski 
November 5, 2006 




